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COMMON ENTRANCE TEST FOR UG COURSES. |
II'T Council meets today to discuss proposal

Apm TanboN
TRiBUNE NEws Service

New DeLHI, SerPTEMBER 13
The government-appointed
panel working on the struc-
ture of the proposed com-
mon entrance test for admis-
sion to undergraduate (UG)
courses across India will
submit its repott to the HRD
Ministry tomorrow.

The report will be dis-
cussed in the crucial IIT
‘Council meeting which will
also take up for deliberations
the recommendations of the

Kakodkar Committee which
has suggested that the annu-
al fee at the ITTs be hiked
from Rs 50,000 to around Rs
2.5 lakh and another propos-
al to set up a task force to
curb suicides in II'Ts.

But a more important item
on the agenda of the council
which HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal heads would be the
Ramasamy Cormittee report
on the format of the common
entrance exam for entry to
the university system.

As reported by The
Tribune, the HRD Ministry

Asian Age ND 14/09/2011

is hopeful of conducting the
test for the first time in
2013. Sibal has already hint-
ed that the exam structure
would be broadly based on
two elements - the score of a
student in class XJl and his
score in a SAT (Scholastic
Aptitude Test as practiced in
the US)-type exam.

While class XIT results
would test the students’ aca-
demic abilities, SAT would
test his general attributes
instead of domain knowl-
edge. On the basis of the two
scores, an all-India merit list

would be prepared and every
student would enter college or
a university depending on his
position in that Jist,

But before presenting his
report to the council tomor-
row, T Ramasamy, Secretary,
Science and Technology, and
Chairman, JEE Reform
Committee, reportedly held
discussions with experts from
the Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata, who have concluded
through intensive analysis of
class XII standard marks of
various boards that there
existed a poor correlation
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among marks scored across
boards though there existed a
correlation among a board’s
marks across the years. The
experts inferred that marks
scored across boards can-
not be compared or nor-

malised effectively. How -

the council and IIT leaders
resolve the issue tomorrow
remains to be seen.

Earlier, the JEE reform
panel headed by 1T
Kharagpur Director
Damodar Acharya had rec-
ommended class XII marks
for selection to engineering

institutes. But there were
apprehensions that such a
system would result in the
cut-off flasco as recently wit-
nessed in Delhi University's
admissions where cutoffs
soared to 100 pe.

The Acharya report was
junked by most state boards
on grounds that class XII
marks cannet be effectively
normalised and add-on tests
for IITs (which Acharya rec-
ommended over and above 2
national common test) would
lead to such tests by other
institutes as well. * !

IIT council meet over single test

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 13

IIT council, the highest
decision making body of
the premier institutes,
will on Wednesday discuss
the much-delayed HRD
ministry proposal to
implement single entrance
exam for all engineering
institutes like IITs, NITs
and engineering colleges
in the country.

The council will again
discuss a proposal, put
forth by the Anil
Kakodkar Committee in

The T council
meeting is also
slated to discuss
the increasing
number of
suicides by
students

on campus

January 2011, to hike the
tuition fee of the insti-
tutes. The proposal to hike

the tuition fee by a whop-
ping five-fold had been
deferred after strong oppo-
sition by the HRD min-
istry during the last meet-
ing.

Science and technology

secretary T. Ramaswami

is scheduled to make a pre-
sentation on the issue of a
single engineering
entrance examination to
all IIT directors at the
meeting.

A committee under Mr
Ramaswami was charged
with the responsibility of
recommending reforms in

the IIT-JEE to reduce
financial and mental
stress on students.

The final report is tikely
to be submitted on
Wednesday. ) -

The OT council meeting
is also slated to discuss the
increasing number of sui-
cides by students on cam-

us. ‘
pIn 2011, OI'Ts have report-
ed seven suicides. Sources
stated that the HRD min-
istry is keen on forming a

task force that will suggest
systemic measures to
address the issue.
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Suicides in
II'Ts: Need
for probe

THERE is a growing concern over
the nse in the number of suicides
committed by IIT students. Most of
the faculty members in various IITs
remain baffled as to what has contributed
to such an unsettling trend. That the gov-
ernment has proposed setting up a task
force to study the situation and suggest
measures to address the issue shows the
gravity of the situation.

Internal probe committees set up by

various [ITs have found depression, aca-
demic load, peer pressure, including
pressure from family to perform, as the
primary reasons that compel some of
the students to take the extreme step.
"Some feel that youngsters these days
are extremely ambitious and they can-
not accept failure in life. That’s why
they decide to end their lives,

.In this respect, systernic changes have
also been suggested. Former UGC
Chairman Prof Yashpal feels that time
has come for the HTs to stop being *‘tech-
nical shops”; they should become uni-
versities and start teaching all subjects.
This would allow students to study a
unique combination of subjects. This
will reduce pressure that they experi-
ence currently in these institutions.

When suicides in premier institutions,
like the IITs, show an upward trend,
especially in the light of seven suicides
already this year, the situation warrants
a thorough investigation. The authorities
concerned must act before the situation
assumes alarming proportions,

BALPREET SINGH, Jalandhar
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Rural-urban gap

on agenda as lIT
panel meets today

- CHINKI SINHA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 13

HEN Science-and Technol-

\"/ ogy Secretary T Ramasami

makes his presentation on

the common entrance examination at

the IIT Governing Council meeting on

Wednesday, one of the questions he

will address is how to bridge the rural-

urban divide in terms of access to engi-
neering education.

The question has been raised in
Parliament during discussions on the
need to scrap numerous entrance ex-
aminations for a single admission test
— which will combine the Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE) with all
other engineering admission exams.

The Human Resource Develop-
ment Ministry had set up a committee
under Ramasami to suggest reforms in
the JEE. The committee took into ac-
count various boards and worked on
the recommendations for several
months. Now, the presentation at the
IIT Council is expected to address the
question of diversity and access, and
the means that could be adopted to en-
sure equity for access to education.

An MHRD official said: “In order
to ensure that you pare down the num-
ber of examinations to just one exam,
one has to capture the diversity that ex-

The Human Resource

Development Ministry had set
up a committee under Science
and Technology Secretary

T Ramasami to suggest
reforms in the JEE

ists in the country in terms of less privi-
leged, more privileged, urban and
rural.”

“The coaching industry has mush-
roomed because of the gap between
the curriculum and the examination.
So, an aptitude test that captures the
analytical ability needs to be designed.
For that, we will have to wait for Ra-
masami’s prescription,” he added.

The official further said that some
weightage is expected to be accorded
to the background of the children,
their Class 12 examinations results —a
process that would have to be worked
out through scientific means.

The Ramasami report suggests a
single national test, which should be
conducted more than once a year.

Among other things that are on the
meeting’s agenda are the reforms sug-
gested by the Kakodkar Committee,
including hike in tuition fee.
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AIEEE exam online-
also from next year

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE: The All India Engi-
neering Entrance Examin-
ation (AIEEE) will be
conducted online alse from
2012, This is part of the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Ex-
amination’s  efforts to
upgrade the -examination
system by making the proc-
ess less cumbersome,

This decision has been
taken after the success of the
online exam held on a pilot

basis last year, and to give.

students a flexible schedule.
The CBSE will conduct the
online examination from
May 7 to 25 in 22 cities: Hyd-
erabad, Vijayawada, Visak-
hapatnam, Chandigarh
(Mohali/Panchkula), Dethi/
NCR (except Faridabad), Ah-
medabad, Bangalore, Erna-
kulum, Trivandrum, Bhopal,
Mumbai, Jalandhar, Jaipur,
Chennai, Dehra Dun, Luck-
now, Neida, Kolkata, Allaha-
bad, Bhubaneswar, Kota and
Nagpur.

The offline examination
will be held on April 29 at the
remaining 68 centres across
the country.

* Online exam at 22 -
centres from May 7
to 25

s Offline exam on
April 29 at
remaining 68
centres

Students taking the online
examination will be given a
concession of Rs.150-300 in
fees, A mock test software

will be uploaded onthe CBSE

website in December to en-
able students to acquaint
themselves with the online
examination, a CBSE release
'said here on Tuesday.

The CBSE has decided to
accept applications only in
online mode and no physical
form will be sold, iI‘his is to
ensure availability of forms
through the CBSE/AIEEE
website, Thei examination
fee will be accepted through
credit/debit cards or demand

drafts. For filling online ap- |

plications, a facilitation cen-
tre will be opened in every
city from where physical
forms were sold in the past.
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" CBSE to hold
online engg
testin 22

cities next yr

New Delhi: The CBSE will
' introduce the online All In-
ia Entrance Examination
for Engineering(AIEEE)in
22 ¢ities from next vear. No
per/paper exercise will be
allowed in these 22 centres.
Successful pilot tests,
which was conducted last
year, has led to this initia-
tive. Also, candidates are
being offered a flexible
schedule of examination.

The test will be conduct-
ed from May 71025, and the

- pen/paper test will be held
on April 29, 2012, in 65 cen-
tres. The examinees, who
will appear in the online
test will be given a conces-
sion, between Rs150 and Rs
300, in examination fees.
The candidates, who wish
to appear in the cities noti-
fied for online examin-
ation, can acquaint them-
selves with the process. A
mock-test software will be
uploaded on the CBSE web-
sitein December tohelp the
examinees. Kota, which
was removed as an AIEEE
examination centre, has
been chosen as one of the
online test centres.

CBSE has decided to ac-
cept applications for exam-
ination through online
mode cnly and no physical
form will be sold. Log on to
the CBSE/AIEEE website
for the form. The examin-
ation fee will be accepted
through credit/debit cards
or demand drafts. To facili-
tate the students for filling

_online applications, a facil-
itation centre will be
opened in those cities,
where physical forms used
tobesold in the past. ™
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t is a known fact that
I along with the dream of

becoming an engineer
comes a list of competen-
cies that are required. And
of course, this dream was
simpler to accomplish five
years ago. So what were the
competencies required back
then? Zuber Baig, COO,
Chrisp Solutions Pvt Ltd
says, “Five years ago, one
required only basic compe-

tencies like technical skills,
analytical capabilitiés and
domain knowledge. It was a
simpler and less competi-
tive time where basic tech-

hard work would suffice for
one to excel as an engineer.”

Sanjay Churiwala, direc-
tor, ADVS, Xilinx is of the
opinion that five years ago,
the basic competency re-
quired was the ability to fol-
low an order. He says, “Back
then, international service
providers would hire Indi-
ans and they would be re-
quiredto manage the back-
end technical areas of the
business, There was not
much ownership involved
and skills surrounding the

people front were not re-
quired.”

But in the last five years,
the Indian engineering in-
dustry has witnessed
tremendous growth. The ba-
sic like a

]

nical knowledge along with f &

’

'

country are now usually
sold all over the world, To
develop these transac-
tions into successful
ones, it is important that
the employees have a

B sense of global orienta-
tion. Having a thorough .

understanding of not
only the product they are
attempting at selling, but
also consumer needs and
market are essential.”
Another aspect to con-

.+] sider is the mindset they

The engineering industry has witnessed accelerated growth
in the last five years, thus changing the competencies
required to excel. Arshie Chevalwala highlights a list of
skill-sets that take centre-stage today

need to develop. Baig
adds, “It is important for

them to be visionaries to |

a certain extent since *
that is what will help
them create good technol-
ogy keeping in mind the
fast pace at which we are
approaching an accelerat-
ed futuristic era. It is im-
portant for the engineer
to not only know how to.
write a code or pro-
gramme, but also think
and plan strategically,
know of ways to manage
once they have executed
the idea and be capable of
applying a pluralistic
thinking method to en-
courage sales by under-
standing the consumer’s
exact needs.”

1t is now an established
{fact that you cannot just
be good with the core |

first-class academic record
and technical skills now
need to be supported by oth-
er competencies like do-
main knowledge, excellent
communication skills, gen-
eral awareness, an emotion-
al quotient rather than just
a high IQ and interpersonal
and problem-solving skills.

Sunil Pathak, director-
HR, Cadence Design Sys-
tems (India) Pvt Ltd says,
“Of course, strong techni-
cal knowledge is the basic
element. But today, one is
expected to broaden his/her
perspective towards cus-
tomer needs and have an
understanding of the con-
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THE DESIRE to see their children

sumer market. Initially, the
technical expert managed
back-end functions and the
front men were in-charge of
understanding the cus-
tomer’s needs. But this has
changed; it is necessary
that one is equipped with a
fair understanding towards
customer orientation to ex-
cel in today’s world.”

Also, since globalisation

P-17

has hit the Indian market
hard in the past five years,
there is a dire need for to-
day’s engineers to'be
equipped with top-notch
technical and business un-
derstanding. Churiwala
adds, “It is important that
aspiring engineers have an
understanding of the global
market. The products man-
ufactured ina particu}ar_ .

1 skills to be a
successful engineer.
There are various re-
quirements like having
more than just a basic
knowledge of correspon-
ding subjects. Pathak
says, “It is necessary that
an engineer be capable of
striking the right balance
between technical core
knowledge and soft-skills
like communication, sub-

madness

THE NUMBERS SAY:ITAL
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Engineers need
to have not only
an in-depth

" knowledge of
their chosen
sector; but also
the sectors that
correspond
with it

ject and business matter
expertise. Today, what a
recruiter looks for in ad-
dition to the engineering
qualification, is a well-
rounded individual with
management and busi-
ness skills.”

Churiwala says, “Engi-
neers need to have not
only an in-depth knowl-
edge of their chosen sec-
tor, but also the sectors
that correspond with it.
For instance, if one
wants to work in the me-
chanical engineering sec-
tor, he/she needs to have
an understanding of the
automotive sector as
well.”

Thus, as we step into
the time of cut-throat
competition and acceler-
ated growth, engineers of
tomorrow harbour the
need to be equipped with
not only technical skills,
but also people manage-
ment qualities and a fair
amount of knowledge of
the subordinate sectors.
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ing classgs as they want them
-to study in a prestigious insti-
tute after school.

‘This is driving them to foot a bill
of anything between ¥1.2 lakh and
¥4 lakh a year. According to the
study, the private coaching class
industry worth 16,500 erore is
thriving in India on this attitude
and about 10 lakh students attend
such coaching classes every year.

The findings, which highlight
the pressure on students to excel
in Board and entrance examina-
tlons, assume greater significance
In the context of the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (IITs) debat-
ing the introduction of a single
entrance test for all engineering *
institutions tn the country.

The IIT Council chaired by
HRD minister Kapil Sibal — the
highest decision making body of
the IITs —is scheduled to meet .
on Wednesday to discuss, among
other things, the roadmap for
replacing the Joint Entrance
Examilnation (JEE) and other
engineering entrance examina-
tlons with the National Testing
Scheme or NTS as proposed by
the high-powered committee
headed by T. Ramsami.

Currently, there are 150 engi-
neering entrance exams to

rchoose from. The rationale,
+béhind NTS, often quoted by
Sibal as “his dream”, is toreduce’
the psychological and financial

stress on students and give more
importance to Class 12 results,
to take the attention away from
the private coaching classes.
But till that happens, the
private cdaching industry, it
seems, will continue to boom as

Parents pay ¥4 lakhayr
on a kid’s pvt tuitions

the Assocham study has found .
, that 80 per cent of the parents

.surveyed are confident of their
" children’s abilities, but

consider private tuition manda-

tory for them to succeed in the
entrance tests in the wake of cut-
throat competition.

Thege results have emerged
from interaction with about 800
parents across eight cities such
as Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Bangalore, Chenrmrai, Ahmed-
abad, Chandigarh and Pune.
The real aim of the survey is to
assess the growth of the e-tuto-
rial market versus the conven-
tional ¢coaching centres.

The age group of children of
the parents surveyed by

. Assocham was between 17 years

to 22 years. In pther words,
their children were students at

_the Class XII level and above

aspiring for admission to presti-
glous institutes such as the II'Ts
and the Indian Institutes of
Management (ITMs).

The strong preference for
private tutorials has several rea-
sons. “About 550 parents out of
a total of 800 said they are willing
to foot hefty tuition bills as they
feel coaching institutes take
classes regularly, provide impor-
tant notes and study material.
based on previous year's exams.
This means the student doesn’t;
have to waste time in reading

.insignificant topics and they alsa
. tesbthe student's preparation hy-
conducting mock tests at regu-
lar interval,” the survey states.
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